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SESSION ABSTRACT: 
The Great British Columbia ShakeOut of January 2011 was the largest earthquake drill in Canadian 
history.  Learn about where the idea for this came from and how it was applied to British Columbia.  
With the use of a multi-agency committee with membership from around the province ShakeOut BC 
utilized traditional media, social media, interconnected networks of people and word of mouth to reach 
tens of thousands and convince them to take part in this simple earthquake drill.  The basic message to 
people was simple:  in an earthquake Drop, Cover, Hold On.  The real success of ShakeOut was in its 
ability to capture people's attention and convince them to take emergency preparedness seriously.  
Groups from all areas of society embraced the idea and held earthquake drills in their workplaces, 
schools, and out in the community.    
 


